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Humble your ſe 
fore under 


2 
Hand of Gee, that he 
es [SA you in due 


77 ESE Words, as 3 "Ui 
| before us, without any Re- 
gard to che Context, are, 
I think, a very proper _ 
Ip 2 ject” fol our Meditations, 
2 Time Wien die are manifeſtly u 
der the Tokens of God's Diſpleaſure, dd 
upon à Day in which Publick Autlioritys 
and the Neceſſity of tlie Caſe, have made 
it our Duty to humble our ſelves. It may 
not be amiſs, however, to obſer ve that 
as the Strangers ſcatter'd throughont Pon. 
tus, &c. to NhOm th Epiſtle is directed, 
were already expos d to very great Hard- 
ſhips, ſo they hat the Profpec of fre 
Cala mities, t lat fre _ 1 
80 a ſhort- time. le had brad 
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I Pet. iv. them, The Time is come, that Judgment muſt 
17. Plein at the Houſe of God; referring, I ſi up- | 
| ____ paſſe, to the terrible Deſtruction of Fera- 
ſalem, foretold by our Lord, and which 
was now very near at hand; a Calamity 
which would, one Way or other, affect 
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mighty Hand of God, the Weight of- which 

you already feel in ſome Meaſure, but 
Which you have reaſon to fear will be 
4 much heavier upon you ere long, that he 
E may exals you in due time. If the Ob- 

5 ſervation I have made be juſt, it will 
follow, that our Caſe in theſe Na- 
tions, is thus far at leaſt parallel to that 
of theſe Strangers, that as they were al- 
ready under divine Rebukes, ſo are we; 
and as they had the near Proſpect of far. 
ther Evils, ſorer Judgments, to befall them, 
ſo have we. But however it be as to 
that, Tam fully perſwaded * hat ſuch Ad- 
vice as is given in the Text, could never 

be more proper or more ſea ſonable to any 
Nation or People, than to our own at 
J)) bo none i, 

CommuNniTits are never fo wholly 

free from Vice and Corruption, as to make 

it wholly. needleis for the Members of 

them to be humbled upon that Accounts 
but there are ſome Seaſons, wherein there 
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AF xsT-SerMoN 
is 1 Need for their doing ſo; f ch an 


one 1 apprehend the preſent to be, where: . 


in the Corruption of Mens Manners is ſo 


very great, and the Tokens of God's Dif. 


pleaſure ſo very manifeſt. This therefore 
is what we are now call'd upon to do, i in 
the ſolemneſt Manner we can, 1. e. ſo, as 
may. be moſt acceptable to-God, and moſt 
- advantageous to our ſelves. 


THAT I may contribute ſomewlat 


towards your Aſſiſtance in ſo neceſſary a 
Duty, I wou'd offer to your RR 
theſe three Obſervations. | 


I. Taar thoſe Chlamities which at any, 


time befall a Nation, or a People, are to be 


conſider'd by them as the Effect of God's 
mighty Hand, and as Tokens of his Dif- 
pleaſure, hr 


II. Thar Whenever they either have 


the Proſpect of, or are actualſy under ſuch 
Calamities, it is their Duty to humble 
themſelves before God. And, 

III. THarT the doing ſo, is the likelieſt 


Method 'to prevail upon God' to deliver 4 ; 
them from the Evils they feel, and to pre. 


vent thoſe THE fear from coming upon 
them. I obſerve, 


J. Tear thoſe Calamities . at 
any time befall a Nation, or a People, are 
to be conſider d by them as the Effects of 
God's e Hand, 28 as 5 Tokens of his, 
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Humble yoar ſelves (ſays the A poſtle) 


Words, as he plainly points out to us out 


own Sins as the meritorious Cauſe of thoſe 


Evils which befall us; ſo he gives us tô 


_ underſtand too, that theſe are infliẽted hy 


him whoſe Power is irreſiſtible,” by this 


| mighty Hand which none can oppoſe. 
| Shall there be any Evil in the City (ſays 


the Prophet) and the Lord hath not done it? 
7. 4. Can it be imagin'd that overwhelm: 


ing Calamities befall any Nation or Com- 


munity, without the Knowledge of God! 
and the Interpoſition of his Providence? 


No, Sirs, if we be ſmitten, it is not by 


blind Chance, or an undirected Concurs 
rence of ſecond Cauſes, but by that mighty 
Hand which holds the Reins of Govern. 
ment, and orders or ſuperintends all human 
Affairs. Far be it from us therefore, ſo 
much as in our Thoughts to ſtop ſhort of 
him, whoſe Kingdom ruleth over all, 


who does according to his Will in the 


Army of Heaven, and among the Inhar 


pb v. 6, bitants of Earth. Aflidians (whether 


4 


they be publick or private ones) come 


"rot forth of the Duſt, neither do Troubles ſpring 


out of the Ground; it is true, Man is born 


unto Trouble, as the Sparks fly upward, hut 


whenever they befall him, jr is highly fit” 


ting that he ſhould feek anto God, and unto 
God commit his Cauſe. Now this could ne- | 


ver be his Duty, if God were no way con- 
1 8 cerned 
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cerned in the Infliction of them. For, let 


it be conſider'd ; if they befall us without 
we but that they may continue upon us 
too, againſt his Will? If they be owing 
to other. Cauſes, ich act independently 
of him, ſo as that his Providence is wholly 
unconcern'd in the Matter, it ſhould ſeem 
2 vain Thing to look up te him, to addreſs 
our ſelves: to him upon ſuc 
For why ſhould we expect that God, who 


ſuch Occaſions 2 


(according tothis Suppdlition)eithercould 


not, or would not, interpoſe in the ſend- 
ing or preventing them, ſhouldafterwards 


be able to remove them, or be a whit more 


inclin'd to do ſo upon our moſt ſolemn A p- 
plications to him? In ſhort, the excluding 


the Agency of God, ahd-the Interpoſition 


of his Provic 


lamities upon any People, manifeſtly ſup- 


poſes that the Cauſes of them act indepen- 
dently of him, and have a Power not ſubje& 
to him; than which nothing can be more 
abſurd: Since it will neceſſarily infer, that 
there are, atlleaſt, to indepentlent Agents, 


or Powers, not ſubject the one to the 


other, but either of them acting according 
to its own Will and Inclination. Now it 
is as certain that the Exiſtence of two 
ſuch Powers would deſtroy the Order and 


Harmony of the World, and bring all 


Things into the utmoſt Confuſion; as that 


of 


50 Sup poſt tion of their Exiſtence would 
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ol courie deſtroy all Religion in the World. 
Well then, it appears that publick Cala. 
mities are the Effects of God's mighty 
Hand, at leaſt ſo far, that he is not un- 
concern'd in "inflicting them. | os. 

Ir is true, indeed, our Knowledge is 


| ſo ſmall, we are ſo little acquainted with 
= the Nature, 'the Power, the Efficacy of 
| ſecond Cauſes, that it is not eaſy very 
1 often it is impoſſible) for us exactly to fix 
| the "Bounds of their Influence, how far 
they operate, and how much is to be af- 
| crib'd to the immediate Agency of a di- 
k vine Power: But thus much is plain (and 
0 it ſeems enough for us to know in ſuch 


Matters) that the great Governour of the 
World, in all his providential Diſpenſa- 
tions, acts hy ſuch Laws and Rules, as are 
fixed by (and therefore perfectly agreeable 
to) in variable Juſtice and Righteouſneſs: 
And that tho? he generally makes Uſe of 
ſecond Cauſes, as Inſtruments to pans: 
about his Purpoſes, yet that. theſe are al- 
ways under his Direction, and ſubject to 
his Controul; they never go beyond, nor 
ſtop ſhort of executing, that to which they 
are commiſſion'd. To us, indeed, whoſe 
Views of Things are not extenſive enough 
to comprehend the Wiſdom and Harmony 
of thoſe Laws by which Almighty God 
governs the whole World ; to us, I fay, it 
ſometimes appears, that ſecond Cauſes act 
with an unreſtrain'd and unmanageable 
0  : „  -acacy 
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Efficacy. As for Inſtance, when we con- 
ſider, what terrible Deveſtations are ſome- 
times; made by 'Thunder and Lightning, 
and ſudden Eruptions of fire from the 
Bowels of the Earth: What ſurprizing 
Effects have, even in our own Memory, 
been produc'd by ſtormy Winds? How did 
a Flood of Waters once overwhelm a 
Guilty World, and how often ſince 
have leſſer Inundations, done unſpeakable 
Miſchiefs? What Havock does Plague 
and Peſtilence ſometimes make amon 
the Inhabitants, of a City or Province? 
Wichin the Memory of Man, it ſwept 
away Thouſands of the Inhabitants of 
the Neighbouring City, inſomuch that 
our Glory became a Deſolation: And, 
but as Yeſterday, Multitudes in a Neigh- _ 
gene Kingdom, have been carry'd off 
dy the! ſame Calamity. It would be 
tedious to mention Famine and Sword, 
and the many other Evils with which 
Mankind have been viſited; all of which 
at ſeveral Times, and in their ſeverall 
Turns have rag'd, and laid waſte, and | 
brought to Deſolatiom, in ſuch a Manner; 
as to fill the Minds of guilty Mortals 
with Horror and Aſtoniſnment, and to 
diſcourage all their Endea vours to guard 
againſt or reſiſt them; as ſudging that 
all would be in vain, and that therefore 
there was nothing to be done, but to 
wait for, and yield to the Stroke, of 
bs B ſuch 


\ 


. * 
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ſuch inexorable Enemies. Thus, I fay, 
we are ſometimes almoſt tempted to 


think, that ſecond Cauſes act with an 


irreſiſtible and unbounded Force; but a 
little Recollection will teach us, that our 


thinking ſo is owing to the Surprize with 


which they fill us; far that however im- 
poſſible it may be for us to withſtand 
them, yet they are all under the Controul 
of God's Almighty Hand. So I am ſure 
the Scriptures repreſent the. Matter. It 
is he who is ſpoken of, as ſending Thun- 
der and Lightning. He it is that gather. 
Prov. xxx. 
4. Waters in a Garment, and eftabliſh'd all the 
Ends of the Earth. He communadeth and 


Pfal.cvii. raiſeth the ſtormy Winds. Fire and Hail, 


2, Snow and V apours, ſtormy Winds, all of them 


5 civil £4611 his Word: To add no more, Famine, 


Sword and Peſtilence are under. his Di- 
rection, and inflited at his Pleaſure : As 


appears from his leaving it to David's 


x Chrom Choice with which of them he would 
XXI. II 12 fe yifired. All theſe, and whatſoever 
others can be reckon'd of the like kind, 


proceed from God's Hand; and that that 
Hand is a mighty one, we ſee and feel 


hy the terrible Effects. 


Bu r then it was farther obſerv d, that 


theſe Evils are to be conſider'd too, as 


Tokens of the divine Diſpleaſure againſt 


thoſe who are viſited with them. Not 


only does the Hand of God inflict chem, 


eth the Winds in his Fiſt, hath bound the 
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put whenever he does ſo, it is a ture Sign 

he is angry. It ſeems. very inconſiſtent 
| with the Notions we have of the divine 

Goodneſs and Benignity, to ſuppoſe that 

he ſends forth thefe Meſſengers of Death, 

arbitrarily, or for no other Reaſon but to 

ſhew the Irreſiſtibleneſs of his Power, and 

the Weakneſs of all the Attempts his 

Creatures can make to de end and skreen 

themſelves: It cannot reaſonably be 

thought that in ſeading them. he has no _ 

Regard to the Deſerts of Mankind, or that 

he ſcatters thefe Plagues with an undiſtin- 

guiſhing Hand: We ſhould be as far fro7m 

thinking ſo, as he is from doing ſo, for ſurely Gen. 18. 

the Judge of all the Earth will do right. And 25. 

therefore tho / for wſeReaſons,beit known 

himſelf) he may poſſibly ſometimes ſee 

fit, to let a more guilty People eſcape 

thoſe Judgments, which are inflicted upon 

thoſe who appear to be leſs guilty ; yet 

Iam firmly perſuaded, that whenever he 

thus viſits any People, their preceding 

Guilt was great enough to juſtify the ſe- 

vereſt Judgments he ſends among them. 

If it beſo,how can we ſo probably account 

for thoſe ſevere: Methods which he takes 

with them, or reconcile them with his 

Attributes of Wifdom and Goodneſs; as 

by laying the Blame upon them and their 

Sins, and looking on theſe as Indications 

of his Anger, This is (I think) the Re- 

preſentation which the holy . Scriptures - 

. B 2 cConſtantly 54 
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12 A FAST-SERMON.. 
_ conſtantly gives us of the Matter, and 1 
know of no other Way in which it can 
be tolerably accounted for. If it be ob- 
jected, that upon admitting this Account, 

there will be found Difficulties remaining 
great enough to puzzle and perplex a 
ſearching Mind; I confeſs it is very true, 
and that little more can be anſwer'd to 
em, than that the Ways of God and the 

Methods of his Providence, are an un - 

Job. fathomable Deep, for he giveth not Account 

run. 18 of any of his Matters. And it ſeems in no 
pfal. Caſe more true, than, in this, That Clouds 

xxxxyi.2 and Darkneſs art about him, but however, 
| Righteouſneſs and Judgment are the Habita- 
tion of his Throne. eg TT 
Bur thus much may, I think, be truly 
faid, that tho* the Ways of Providence 
in inflicting Calamities on Mankind, be 
in a great Meaſure unaccountable; yet 
that upon the Whole, and all Things con- 
ſider'd, we have undeniable Evidence, that 
God is good unto all, that his tender Mercies 
are over all his Works; that he takes no 
Pleaſure in afflicting the Children of Men N 


— 


and that whenever his Judgmonts are abroa 

upon the Earth, he ſends them as Tokens 
of his Diſpleaſure for Mens Sins, and 
with a Deſign that they ſhould learn Righ. 
zteouſneſs. Sirs, there is need of them, a 
giddy World is, by them, brought to-be- 
think it ſelf of it's Madneis and Folly, 
and ſo to reform and amend; At they 
oy To the 


AST-SERMON. 


they are a proper (it may be, the molt 
likely) Means to bring about this good 
End; and therefore it ſeems perfectly 
conſiſtent with the Wiſdom and Goodneſs 
of God to make uſe of them for this Pur- 
5 What tho' it be true, that in 
Times of publick Calamity, the Good 
and the Bad among a People are pro- 
miſcuouſly involv'd in it? What tho? it 
be true, that the Sons of Rapine and Oppreſ- 
ſon, e g or the Peſtilence which walketh in 
Darkneſs, do indifferently and without 
Diſtinction, plunder and deftroy the 
Righteous and the Wicked? The permit- 
ting this, ſeems very well reconcilable 
with the divine Juſtice and Benignity. 
For, let it be conſider d, a Community, 
as ſuch, may contract Guilt, which, or- 
dinarily ſpeaking, it would not be fit to 
let go unpuniſhed ; and as the preſent 
State is the only one in which to puniſh. 
it as a Body; ſo it is ordinarily impoſſi- 
ble, that thoſe publick Miſchiefs by which 
God teſtifies his Diſpleaſure, ſhould light 
upon none but the more remarkablyguilty. 
Unleſs the Courſe of Nature be inverted, 
and a Miracle wrote in favour of every 
innocent or leſs guilty Perſon, it will un- 
avoidably happen, that one and the other 
will be promiſcuouſly ſmitten. But tho? 
it ſhould be ſo, a future State of Rewards 
will ſet all that Matter right; the Enjoy- 
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mends for this preſent ſeeming Hardſhip 
upon ſome particular Perfons : Nay, and 
I fear not to add too, that Almighty God 
may, and (I am perſuaded ) often does, 
impart ſuch ſtrong Conſolations, ſuch re- 
freſhing Hopes of that State, as render 
all the Evils they either feel or fear, tole- 
rable to them. If this be fo, the whole 


Difficulty vaniſhes, and the Procedure 


we are now ſpeaking of, is perfectly con- 


ſiſtent both with Juſtice and Goods 


nets. 

Tr were ts to 8 this Point ; 
but I hope what has been already offer'd 
to your Conſideration, is ſufficient to con- 
vince you, that thoſe Calamities which 
at any Time befall a Nation, are to be 
conſider'd by them as the Effects of God's 
mighty Hand, and as Tokens of his Dif: 
pleaſure. 


obſerv'd , 


II. Tk kT, r whenever they either have 
the Proſpect of, or are actually under 
ſuch Calamities, it is their D Duty to hum. 


ble Themſelves before « 
THAT they ought to do ſo, plainly 


follows from what has been already in» 
ſiſted on. For if theſe Calamities be in- 


flicted by the Hand of God, if thereby he 


deſigns to teſtify his Diſpleaſure 3 5 _ 
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ment of which will more than make a. 


IPRO cCE 5D, therefore, to what 1 
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it muſt be highly fitting for them to ac- 
knowledge his Juſtice, and their own. 
Guilt, which has fo highly provok d him. 

Sq ſays Eliha, Sarely it js meet t0 be ſaid jorge; 
unto God, I haue burn cheſtiſement, I will 31, 32. 
not offeud any mare: That which I fee nots 

teach thou me; if Thave dope Tuiquity, I will 
%%% mi od oy 316 

IN the General therefore it is plain, 

that Humiliation is very praper and ne- 
ceſſary, and ſea ſonable in ſuch Cireumſtan- 

ces: So that there will need nothing more 

to he offer'd under this Head, than what 

may be of uſe to. bring the Matter home 

to our felyes ; which 1 ſhall do by conſi- 

dering both what is our preſent Condi- 

tion, and what is aur preſent Duty. - 
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1. As to our Condition and Circum- 
ſtances, already we feel the Weight of a 
very. heavy Calamity 5 and we have the 
Proſpect of, and may juſtly fear a yet 
IHE always been of Opinion, that 
Secular or Civil Affairs ſhould deldom, if 
ever, be medled with in the Pulpit: 
But ſurely no one will think I go beyond 
my Sphere, when what I have to ſay, is 
delign'd: for no other End, than to awa- 
| ken in you a Senſe of the Nation's Guilt, 
by a very ſhort View of the Nation's Mi- 
lory. Alas, Sirs, it is not to be hid! Every 
Eye fees it, and every Heart that is _ 
ny cern 


* 
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_ cern'd for its Country's Welfare, is griev'd 


at it. It is not long ſince we were a 
rich and' flouriſhing People, and in all 


probability had been yet more ſo, it we 


had confin'd ourſelves to the try'd/ Me- 


thods of Labour and Traffick: Wealth: 
abounded, and Plenty was almoſt every. 
where to be ſeen: Our Credit and Re. 
putation both at Home and Abroad; Was 
at as high a Pitch as it was (I think) ever 
known to be: Our Neghbours faw- it; 


_ wonder'd at it, and ſome of them, no 


doubt, envy*d it. But now —— what | 


through the Weakneſs and Tonorance: of 
ſome, the Wickedreſs,' Oppreſſion and Ava- 
ric of others; to what Straits are we 
reduc'd ? in hat Difficulties are we in- 
volv'd? How far publick Affairs may be 
elog d by this Means; and our Sovereign's 


glorious Deſigns difconcerted, it is none 


of. my Province to enquire: But thus 
much is ſadly manifeſt, 'that Multitudes 
of Families, and thoſe of all Ranks a. 
mong us, are reduc'd from Proſperity and 
Plenty, to downright Poverty. Some 


by an over eager Deſire after this World, 


graſping at more of it than they needed, 
or knew well what to do with: Others 
by having their Subſtance ſnatcht from 


them by fraudulent Arts, or lodg'd in 


the Hands of thoſc who are become un- 
able to reſtore it. Some, reſolving to 
be Rich, have fallen into W 
: „ © an 
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and Snares, that have ruin'd them? Others 
have been artfully, inyeigled and puſh'd 
on byairy Promiſes and groundleſs Hopes, 


totheir own Undoing. Upon the Whole, 
merhinks ic is obvious to remarł, that it. 
was never at any time ſo manifeſtly ſeen, 


that Riches mate 10. themſelves Wings, aud Prov. 
flee away 45; an Eagle towards Heaven. Not . 5. 


that We ſeem to. have made to our ſelves. 


Friends of this Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs,or: g, 


to have ſent them before us, by doing 
good Works with them, that ſo, when we: 
fail theſe may receive us into everlaſting Ha- 
hitations: No ſuch thing, if they are flamn 
away as an Eagle towards Heaven, it appears 
by the Conſequence, that it was to bring, 
down Vengeance upon our guilty, Heads. 
What now remains is, to humble our 
ſelves under the mighty Hand of God, to 
pray for a Bleſſing on the Hndeavours of 
thoſe, who are conſulting Meaſures for: 
our Re- eſtabliſhment, and to do our ut- 

molt in our ſeveral Places, to help for- 
ward ſuch Meaſures, as ſhall be judg'd 
molt expedient End 
Affair is in ſuch Hands, I would fain 
hope it is not Irretrievable; And I am 
perſuaded, if our Sins prevent it not, if the 
Work of this Day be perform'd as it ought 
to be, God will exalt us in his own dus time. 
Bur that we may be the more 
thoroughly excited todo ſo, it muſt not be 


eonceald; that Alm ghty God has his Rod 


xvi, 


in ws Hand ready to firike us in ano 
Manner, if we turn not away evenfremour 
Iniqquity. For ſeveral Months laſt paſt 
ene had Information from time to 
me, of the dreadful Havock Which the 
Pence has made, in one of the Cities 
+” and Provinces of a neighbouring King. 
dum: And tho' by later Accounts it ap. 
Pears, that it is greatly abared; and that 
there is ſome Ground to hope it may en- 
tirely ceaſe; yet, let neither them nor 
us" flatter our ſelves, that we are out of 
all Danger. For opght any one certainly 
lenows, che Abatement of it * be owing 
to the Seaſon of the Year, a the Ow 
| zion may break forth again, at the Sun's 
neafer approach to them. If it ſhould do 
ſo-(which God of his infinite Mercy, pre- 
vent) we can never reckon our ſelves fas. | 
while there are ſo many Ways by" which 
it may be convey'd to us. 
WW have reafon; indeed, to acknow: 
ledge the Care and Vigilance of our Go- 
veemnours, in uling proper Precautions a- 
gaiaſt chobringing; it among us; which by 
de Bleſſing of God, have hitherto been 
ſücceſsful: But ler us remember, that if 
we go on to provoke God, it will be a 


+ 

H 

1 
1 


very ea ſy Thing for him to ler us ſee, how 
impoffible it is for humane Power and 
Skil, to ward off the Blow, when he is 
feld to ſtrike. 

Suen is our preſent Condition and 
uc 


s Pre &: Ter us now: 
conſider, or dete wy nr Mon do 
V hrs 1 0 
. Wan is ob Düty 15 n "Cds 
Pr eg and particularly upon ſuch x 
Day as tis. The Text ſays, Hamble your 
felder, and tllis is what publick-Authoriry 
calls upon us to do. I ſhall ſet to your | 
View that which T apprehend to be the 
Matter leur Duty; üer t the follow! 
Heads. 3 e 
18853 w E ought to be ſenfible or, nat 
duly affected with, the Calamiried weals 
ready feel, How dreadful muſt our Caſe 
be, if, when the Wtark of God is Rift - 
ted againſt us, we arg inſenſible of ir“ 
Surely, as the Propli 
Voict evil; unte thi C ty, 
ſpall fee'thy Name Hear ye dhe Ro and rho 
hath appointed it. We may feſonably ex- 
pect that if we diſregard the preſent” Tò- 
kens of his Diſpleaſüre, he will ſtill go on 
to contend witk us, and make us feel his 
Rod yet heavier upon us. So he is Vont 
to do: Ualeſs in ſuch Cafes, wherein 
Wrath lie ſays of à People, as ance MW 


7 


faßt, Tür Zart Mie vr. 


did of Ephraim, be is joined to Haols, ler him 130. 
Alone: Of to Jeruſalem, Why Ip e be gs - 


firicken ©; 
more, the whale Head is fick,and the whote Fltart 
Heinr. If hehas Deſigns of Mercytowards 
us, he Will not make an end of correct: 
ag, till we hearken a1 ind reform, and turn 
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more? Je will revolt SOD a tea i. 5 
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again to him. - It were thereſore a Point 
of Wiſdom in us, ſeriouſly to bethink 
our ſelves, and lay to Heart what he has 
already done: Not to be hardend, nor 
to impute the Calamities we feel, to mere 
Chance, or barely to the natural Courſe 
of Things, overlooking the divine Provis 
dence, as thougli it were wholly uncon- 
cern'd and inrenmeddled nor with humane 
Affairs; but irh the profoundeſt Humi- 
lity to acknowledge, that God is juſt and 
righteous in all: his Proceedings, and that 
à8 it is his Hand which chaſtiſes us, ſo he 
doesit far eſs than our Iniquities have de- 
r. Unlefs we be thus affected, why 
do we aſſembie together this Day? With- 
-- out it we do but mock that God, before 
whom we appear. Hear what the Pro- 
ge ill phet ſays, Shall à Trumpet le Lan in te 
6,80 City, and the Pea We 70 afraid? Shall there 
| be: Evil in the - and the Lord hath not 
qone it? The Lian 3 757 roared, mho mil not 
Wes ? The Lau hr h hen who fenen Þre- 
#71 85 & ELLE TY | 

17615 W. E ought this Day. to W at 

the Proſpect of farther J udgments with 
Which we are threatned, and which for 
our Sins we juſtly, deſerve. Hew little. 
Reaſon have we to imagine that the Storm 

is blown over, or that the Anger of God 

againſt us is appeas d? For all that he 

hath hitherto done, are we a whit re · 


form'd ? Know, therefore and gn 
that 


bY , > 4 WE 
* — 
% 
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that God 15 angry 7 rh che Mioled every PI vii. 

De: If he tern not (and {ure wg are not 11, 12,13. 

yet turned) be will wbet his S mord; yea; he 

bath | bent his Bay and; made it ready he hath 
| a- 1, 5 0 Death, be ordaineth 

his Arrows eaginſt th Perſecutors. Lord! who 

knows the (Payer. of thine Auger i hen abs Pl. xc. 

cording to thy Fear, ſo is thy Wrath. It may . 

wellbethoughit that ſuch as are unallarm'd 

at the Preſpect we have before! us; don't 

enough gonſaler the: dreadful Effects of 

divine Wrath, nor how- -ifechably they 

ſomet imes overwhelm a guilty Land r 

Uro the: Children _ — obſti 

nately continuing in a wicked PraRtice, 

for, which they might juſtly have expected 

that divine Wrath vould overtake them, 

Era tells USz that there were” wor aſſembled 10 Ezra. ix. 

lim, every ono that remblidatothe. Words of 4. 

the God of Iſrael, becauſe of the Tranſgraſſion 

of thoſe that had bern carry d away; And that 

as for himſelf, he {at aſtoniſb d until the Evens 

ing Sacrifice: Amaa d at; the greatneſs of 

tke Peoples Gui t, and dreading the Tokens 

of God's Diſplea ſure: Methinks, Sirs, we 

have abundant Reaſon to do ſq too. How 

many Miſchiefs may be hanging over our 

Heads, God, only knows: But one terri- 

ble one there is, not yet inflicted, but of 

which we ha ve had plain Intimations, and 

which we have ſad reaſon to expect; 

and ſhall we ſtill· be ſtupid : and uncon- 


cern d? Had we been -M une to the 
255 7˙ 8 ter- 
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tterrible Ha vock which a raging Peſtilenes 


bas made; had we ſeen our Fellow. Orea- 


tures falling thick on the right Hand and 
on the left, till the Living were fcarce ſuf- 
ficient to bury the Dead; ſure our Hearts 
Would be affected, we ſhould tremble at 
the Proſpect of being involvd in the ſame 
(z.) Ir na neceſſary Part of our Buſi 
neſs this Day to confeſs with Sorrow and 
Shame, our own, and the Nations Sins; 
thoſe ofthem eſperially,tor which we have 
reaſon tothink, the Evils we feel are come 
upon us. What our Perſonal Guilt is, and 
hat Share we have had in provoking God, 
our own Conſciences can beft inform us; 
I think, it would well become every one 
of us, narrowly to enquire into that Mat- 
ter, and then to lay our ſelves low before 
God, on account of it Ifwehavenot before- 
hand been doing ſome what of this kind, 
we have made little Preparation for this 
Solemnity. Bur then, as to publick Guilt, 
ſure the Evidences of it are too plain to be 
overlook'd. And here (teaſt I ſhould be 
miſtaken) I would obſerve, that by Natio- 
nal Sins, I mean ſuch as are general 
practis d and publickly conniv'd at; ſuc 
Bus es the greater Number in a Commu- 
nity are chargeable with, and which are 
not Diſcountenanced as they might, and 
ought to be. That we are chargeable 
with ſuch Guilr, will not, Iſuppoſe; - 
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Sins might eaſily be preſented to your 
View ʒ but inftead of doing that, let me on- | 
ly put you upon obferving the almoſt uni- 
verſal Corruption of our Manners. We ares x; i. = 
ſinful Nation, a People laden with Iniquity, 
4 Seed of evil Doers, Children that are Cor- 
rupters : We have forſaken the Lord. God, and 
provoked the Hoty' one of Iſrael to Anger 
gainſt us. We are gone backward. What 
Rank or Degree of Men is there among 
who have not more or lefs perverted 
their Ways? Surely that which is ſo plain 
ly to be ſeen, ſhould be ſadly deplor'd too. 
Bur above all others, that Sin which 
ſeems tohave drawndownVengeanceupon 
us, deſerves more eſpecially to be bewail'd 
and lamented, I mean tlie UN ME ASU 
KABLE THIXRS T AT TER RICHES, 
which has poſſeſt, in a manner, the whole 
Nation. The ordinary Methods of rai- 
ing and increaſing Eſtates, by 3 
8 


and Ingenuity, (upon which alone the Bleſ- 
ſin of * ordinarily expected) 
are grown out of Faſhion, and are laid by 
as too toilſome and tedious: Inſtead of 
which, we ſeem all of us to have been am- 


bitious of riſing, (nor Step by Step, as our | 


more prudent” Fore-Fathers were wont 

to do) but all at once, to the heighth of | 
Wealth and Grandeur. Here and there 
a ſober Mind ſaw the Madneſs,anddreaded ' * © 
the Conſequences ; but the generality ran 

5 | blandly 


n © \ OUR. r , Ex TTT! .. ora . 8 


* 8 

i XE ——— — por FR ²˙ ä w-w RE I ONE — Aore — TE? n. ; 

—— 7 % "i F = % "i F 
24 4 BAST—EOSERMON 
* * KT * * > A * 
2 0 I * a 4 . f 
w 10 = 

—ͤ m— — | 


Pfal. ] 
TO. 


Prov. 
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eee 
xů · themſelves2miftaken;”! Riches inerga d (in 


name at geaſt)and we wette fboli fn enough 
to ſet nur tic arts upon them; but to our colt 


4 3 : | 4 f 3 
Hearts tod, ann that which is not. Yi \ wing!) 


Fol and Madnęſs of this ſort, de. 
fery'd even then to: have beoh-lamented,; 
but alas! Men's Minds were ſo hewitch'd 


and intoxicated with vain Hopes and airy. 


Proſpects, that there was neither Leiſure! 
nor a Diſpoſition tor ſerious Thought 
and Reflection: The great care ſeem d 
to be, ho they miglit ſpend with Pro. 
fuſeneſs, hat they had gotten; without 
Labour. By tliis time the Phantoms are 
vaniſſyd, and Men begin to look at one 
another, as wondring how they could ever 


ſuffer themnſelves td be ſo impds d: upon: 


Would to God it might! he added 00, 
that we begin to be convinc?'d of and 
humbled fat our Sins L fear it is other. 
wiſe; ſince thoſe Things are encourag'd 
among us which are plain Evidenees of 


the contraryʒ for the preſent, at leaſt, me · 


thinks, we might abſtain, and ſpare our 
Coſt and Pains in contrivingnewMethods 
to debauch Men's Minds and corrupt their 
Manners. Never was there more Reaſon 
than now! for the Prophets Complaint; 


Iſai. xxii. In that day did the Lord Gad of: Hoſts. call 


rg: - weeping, aud to mou nings and to bald 


veſs, and tu girding with ſockelem; 4 W 
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But ſurely if —— a People's. Sin might | 


beread iq their: Puniſhment, it is ſo with 


us: moſt als i; That upon which 


% leamdg has fs. unable to bear the 
Streſs ws laid upon it; it has proud a 
2 broken Reed whidhe has gone in- 
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to, and pierced: us. Our om wickeaneſs Jer. ii. 79. 


has curreſted us, bur own backſliding Shaverxe- 
proved un ; W have found it az eil and 
a bitte thing that mei blue forſalen Gud, the 
fountain of living waters, NY hewn ont to 
our ſelues cifterns i that can hole no mater. 
And ſnall weg not after: all confeſs our 
Sins; bzzatham'd af dur Follies, and chum- 
ble our ſelves before Almighty God? and 
chat not by an affected Demureneſs of 
ook or an unnęgeſſary Macerat ing our 
bodies by, Abſtinenee, only; ſuchaddly- 
exerbiſerprofiteth nothing but by a thorough 
Senſe okour. paſt: 8 A tem Reſo- 
lutionb for future Amendment. 
Bu chat! leads me to a fourth! Far- 
ticulafuns ; 900 9108399995 05 9v019 YE! 
0 We ought: this Day ſolemoly to re· 


ſolve and engage to arhend'-ope;cown | 
Ways} and to contrihute what we can 


in Oür ſeveral- Places, towards a publick 


have been doing, is nobbetter than a ſo- 
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Reformation. Wichout this, all that we. 
lemn Moc 1 ier, — well 


v. 13. 
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Ezr. ix. 


13, 14. 


Iſai.lvili. his Prophet, Is it ſuch a Fa 


6, 7. 


look upon us and treat us, as tho we 
came together in a very formal and c- 
re monious Manner, to let him know, that 


tho' we are ſome what ſorry for paſt Sins, 


becauſe we feel and groan under the il 
Conſequences of them; yet that if he'll 
but be pleas'd to remove the Rod, we 
deſign to go on in our former v icked 


Courſes. How prepoſterous is it to pre- 


tend to confeſs our Sins, when we have 
no deſign to forſake them ? Can we'ima- 


gine, that Sighs and Tears, and Faſting, 


either are true Repentance, or will com- 
penſate for the want of it? No, Sirs, he 
that cannot be impos'd upon, won't be 
ſo: mocked : In this Caſe we may wel 
expect yet ſorer Judgments' to befall us. 
After all that is come upon us for our evil 
deeds, e our great treſpaſs ; if we ſhould 
again break God's Commandments, would he 
not be augry with us, till he had confamed us, 


 fo-that there ſhould be no remnani nor eſcas 


ping? We are plainly enough told how 
2 Faſt muſt. be celebrated, if we deſire it 
may prove an acceptable one; and that 
notliing ſhort of Reformation will be to 
any purpoſe. Hear wliat God ſays by 

Faſt that I have 
choſen? a Day for 4 Man to affiitt his Soul ? 
Is it to bow dows his head as a balruſh, and to 
ſpread ſackcloth and aſhes ander him? Wilt 
thou call this a Faſt, and an acceptable dy to 
the Lord ? I; not this the Faſt that I — ”— 
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fen ? to looſe the hands of wickedneſs, to undo 
the bevy burdens, and to let the oppreſſed go 
free, and that ye break every yoke, & o. A 
Solemnity of this ſort makes it necefſary 
for us ta reſolve and engage, as we find 
5 doing in a fomewhat ifferent Caſe: 2 Chron. 
The King ſtood in his place, and made a co- WMxiv. 3, 
venaut k ore the Lord, to walk after the Lord, 3 

and to keep his commandments, and bis teſti- 

monies, 4nd his ſtarutes, with all his heart, 

aud with all his ſogl :. and he cauſed all that 
were preſent in Jeruſalem and Benjamin to 

ſland to it: and the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem 
did according to the Covenant. If we thus 
reſolve and do, we ſhall be the more fit 


for, and have the hetter ground to hope 

for ſuccels in, that which is a farther Part 

of our Buſineſs this Day, vis. = 
(5. To implore the Divine Mercy, and 
humbly to ſupplicate at the Throne of 
Grace, that God wou'd remove the pre- 
ſent Tokens of his Diſpleaſure, and not 
inflict upon us thoſe Calamities which we 
are farther threatned with. Humble 
Prayer to, God, is, no doubt, a very conſi- 

derable Part of the Buſineſs upon which 

we are come together: And with regard 

to the Publick, what can we more pro- 

perly pray for, than that in the midſt of 
udgment God would remember Merey? 

That he would give Wiſdom and Tem- 

per and Unanimity, to thoſe who have 

the Management of publick Affairs, ſo as 
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that fach Meaſures my be FR TIT, 29 

may tend to ſettle us upon ſure wy Halte 
ing Foundations? Abele and W hatever 
ove Bleſſings. may properly Ib 
„ People and. Nation, ne e askt l in 
ſuckh a Manner as ae t e 


u, 

Nee a8 b. pi 

who. 980 ſenſi ble. 6 0 E 
God bon us us 1 2 5 
Peony any whi ſe il 1 vain, : 
F he. Mall turn 3 15 his Ear from Us. 


Ang verily it. is N, e We, 1 5 
ro Go Wit i. Ged Prayers. 

him who! has 75 Tg. us to call uf 
him ift the Pay of gur Diltreſs, a 

given us ſufficient Ground to hope 

wetoit in earjle eſt, he: Vill hear 2p Ather 
and deliver 19 nd gie us czu e 
his Name. Bea | 55 7 5 pra 8 


te 7 
ſtand “ 3 


fe it is 4 dr 
79 her upon 0 0 eople, 1 8 there 
are fe M or none among them that., call Ab 
the Name of the Lord, that flir ap Shemſelves 
29 take hold of Gods 


ee. ASD Laſtly, © | " Thankgiving for 
| | con- 
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continu d 


omitted at ſuch'a Seaſon. Our Condition 


is nat fo. deplora on but that (tiÞl, we en- 


on 
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be, yer jt we 
ſort ate Liberty, Peace, Plenty öf the 
Fruits of the Earth, and the like; but that 
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ble Circu mſtance atten ding it, that it is at 


a time vhen our Neighbours.are moſt of 


them in à like Condition; ſo, that What⸗ 
ever Inclination they might any of them 
habe had, to improvethis Opportunity to 
our Diſadvantage,” yet they are not in a 
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Men but for their Sins, and if his Anger 
1 5 —= a ceaſes 


3 


x Y | —_— — VET — 6 COON. 4 & 
3 — ——_—_ — CEE 
- Ears L „ 3 * 6%. * 4 * A » % s - * »%, * ga 2 - * Pls 

F L hn Ap 
4 : * 
f 1 - ; P 3 a a 
1 A * a F , == | 
; 5 . o S 3 : N 1 | - * 
"I 


ceaſes when they rèform; why may we 
not comfortably hope, that when * 
ments have brought us to his Foot, and 
reach d the End for which they were inflict. 

ed, that then a merciful God will abate and 
remove them? Thus it has been often 
found by experience, and thus I am ſure 
the Scriptures lead us to conceive of the 

1. King Matter. When 446 upon hearing the 
xxi. 17, Evils with which God had threatned him, 
#8, 19:27 hambleg himſelf and went ſoftly ; God. ſaid 
© to Elijah, ſeeſt- thou how Ahab Humble 

| biel before me? Becauſe be kambleth bin 
elf before me, I will not bring the Evil i 
hes Days. This is not only true in the Caſc 

of a Rot Perion, for we ſee God dealt in 

the fame manner with the Ninevites. We 

Jonah read that Fj onah by Hod direction 67A 
iii. 4, f. fo em, and ſain, yet Forty Days and Nineveh 

| ſhall le ouertbrowe. The People believed God, 
ard Feds oh a Solemn Faſt was ob. 

ſerv'd: For tl ouph the Declaration againſt 

them ſeem'd politive, yet they encouraged 

ver. . themſelves, ſaying, ho tan tell if God wil 
tern and repent, and turn away from his fierct 
Wrath that we periſh not? And immediate: 
ly it follows, God fen their Works, that thy | 
turned from their evil Way; and Gap. 16 
pented of the Evil which he had ſaid he would 
do unto them, and he did it not. As a fat- 
ther Confirmatjon of this Matter, we may 
confalt, Jer. xxix. 12 13,14. and 2. Cron, 
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As to our ſelves, we may ſafely reck- 
on upon it, that our being humbled, and 
breaking off our Sins, will in the Nature 
ofthe Thing, greatly contribute towards 
recovering us out of our preſent Diſtreſs; 


and I am perſuaded, there is no ſerious 


Mind among us, but is ſatisfyd, that if i 
we could all be prevail'd upon to do ſo, 


Jod would exatt us in due time. The 


only Ground of Fear remaining with ſuch 
is, leaſt the Generality of the Inhabitants 
of theſe Lands will not be reform'd, and 
that thereupon we may juſtly expect God's 
judgments ſhould overtake us. For the 
Comfort of ſuch, I would offer theſe- 
Two Confideration, © 5 
1. Tar poſſibly God maybe pred aild 
upon to hear the Prayers of thoſe, who 
are in earneſt ſeeking him, and by them 
be intreated, not puniſh us as we deſer ve. 
It is true, we can have no full Aſſurance 
that ſo it ſhall be, we-muſt wait till the 
Event ſhall ſhew what Succeſs ſuch Pray- 
ers, in behalf of a guilty Land, ſhall be 


gcrown'd with: But in the mean time, 


tie known Story of Abraham interceding,, 
a behalf of the Righteous in Sodom, may 
cacourage us to Hope well in this Mat- 
er. 88e Gen. xvii. 23. to the end. 1 
duld add further, 
2. TyHarT thoſe among us, who ars 
good eatcgeſt moarning for our own, 


nd the Nation's Sins, ſhall find them 
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